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RIS CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE Acency ;’Z -
- I

R TG

OFFICE OF ThE Director

3

= 3 MAY 1975 :
Mr. David W. Belin £l
Executive Director :\

Commission on CIA Activitieg
Within the United States

Dear Mr. Belin:

Iam attaching, per your request of 15 April,
background materials relating to certain questions
relating to Oswald and the Warren Commission,

Tab A is a classified Secret memorandum
responsive to your request. Tab B is an unclassi-
fied version, . which YOu can use ag you see fit-

TR mmm?mm;mm" REEL R v AR

Additiona] details are available in the Office
of the Inspector General should you wish to pursue
this in greater depth.

Faithfully yours,

E. H. Knoche
Assistant to the Director

R

Attachment: a/s
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SUBJECT - Review of Agenty Holdings Regarding Photograph of
- Unidentified Individuag in the Warren Commission
Report

- REFERENCE - Memorandun from Davig W. Belin tqo E.

Henry Knoche,
dated 15 Apriy 1975 '

gation. The photograph (together With others of the same

individual) originated from anp intellige

in October 1963 by the CIA and the Mexica
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2. Under the extraordinary PTess of effort to'develop infor-

mation onp the assassin and the assassination, Copies of the photo-

R b vy e S ot s K

- 8Taph were made available by CIA's Mexico Station Chief on the

“1in the'ongoing invéstigation. .One photograph, Cropped by'the

FBI, Was shown to Mrs, Marguerite OSWALD-(L°° Harvey OSWALD'g

events that ultimately resulted in Mrs, Marguerite OSWALD'S

allegation that she hag been shown 4 cropned_photo of Jack Rypy

-

A further Complication

t

5
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Compounding this €rroneous tonclusion was the fact that, when

hJ - . - - PR3 1 -+ 1% . - z -
sne had been shown a COpy of the same pPhlotograph in hep dppearance

c’

efore the Commission, it had been Cropped by the FBI in Washing-

ton in g slightly different manner,

LR b b O

S.  Fronm all Credible evidence known to this tinme (none

PR

incidentally, added since the ekhaustive work of the Warren Cop- -
mission), Lee Harvey OSWALD spent four (4) full days and tyo (2)
partial days -.- about 116 hours ip all -- jp Mexico City from about
10:00 a.m. 27 Septemper 1965 to aboir §:350 5., | October 1963

His place of fesidence Was a smalj Commercig] tra?elef hotel, ndt
frequented by "gringos' . the Hotel Commercio - . where he.waé
Tegistered under aljgag. Exhaustive and detailed intervieys and
interrogation by the Mexican authorities apg the FBJT after the
dssassination €stablished that, in the Tecollection of all hotel,‘
PeTrsonnel, he left ang Feturned late each day of his-stay.

6. Allowing for the fact of late arriyvag and early dgparture,

and assuming that he slept 0ne-third of the time of his Stay

(38 or 39 hours), there remain some 7§ hours of activity to be

6
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S LA i ’ pt . )
investigation.” None of the factg O0f his def
1959 - 1862, yere known to the

'Mexico Station or in itg files before 1g October 1963, On that

This was indicatedq and deduceg from technically-acquired infor-

mation on 1 Octqber, which was- the firgt and only occésion on that
“Visit jip which OSWALD was Tecorded zg identifying himself

(partially) by true name,

1

8. At no time during his stay in Mexico‘Cify did the CIA g
acquire a photg of OSWALD. A carefuy review of aij coVeTage ~- B
~3 L .

technical aq well . as photographic‘-- was conducted»by the Station g
¢

on 22 and 23 November 1963 after the assassination, including
Materials back to August 1963, This confirmed that the

CIA photo COverage of OSWALD at any time during his Mexico trip

g
§i

Or stay i4n Mexico City, Moreover, although.it-had'made a4 cabled

Tequest on 15'October, the Mexico Station hag no photo of OSWALD

in its records, nor did it Teceive opne from Headquarters -~ which
did not have one either -.- before 22 Novempery 1963,
3 TN N e Tl
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9. It must be stressed that what technical information the-

Station had was not (and normally is not) processed in "real

TR R TR ST A T SR -

time." The means of acquisition and the volume of the infor-

4
a3

mation preclude anything but the spot reporting of items judged
to be of more than ordinary interest and, therefore, noted in

summary logs. Full texts of selected items require consultation

of the tape and eithér a full transcription or>full.translation
or both. . Photo coverage tends to become available in quantity
lots which requires scanning and selection on a rapid and
accélerated basis.in four or five day ”peaks." One of the
"triggers" that normally operates to focus and accelerate more
_speedy review and reporting of this kind of raw intelligence 1is
the mention of a ﬁame. This was precisely what occurred in the
second of twévgonversations on 1 October, during which the

speaker said he was 'Lee OSWALD." It was this information

reported by the Station to Headquarters in its first indication

on OSWALD on 8 October 1963. .

10. The Mexico Station did'ong more thing in its 8 October
report on Lee OSWALD based on the 1* October information: it

coupled the data w1th descrlptlve information it had acqulred

from a sensitive source -- photograph of a male 1nd1V1dua1

apparently an Amerlcan, who was observed entering an Embassy

on 1 October. The Station reported this detail on the 8th as

a matter of coincident fact. The Station did not assert or

suggest that the data led to any deduction that the photo was in

~fact OSWALD or, indeed, was 1in any way rslated to OSWALD.
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One additional éle

ment of
ftipUIated now gz

background Must pe
't the fing; Preco
1 ance for irreley
ndividuag Placed in

{ﬁaflas by the FBT

éﬂverage'of OSWAL '

t the Mexjicq Stationp during , Stay
from 8-153 Aprii 1964 All were made arallable-promptly to
the FBT . _ |
I3. At about mld-day on 1 October, the Camerg registered _ é
the entry into ap Embassy of a wg te;shifted individual. In the E
Qéinion of’ihe Station, among ajj the. ‘
day, '

he appeareq to be ¢

" who €ntered.

i

he on1y pof

The Station'
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15, on 22 November 1963 the Mexico Station Cabled Hegq-
@#tters at 22729y time after learning of the arrest of Lee H.
OB\LD, age 24, POSsibly ip Connection With the assassination,
af Teferenced its earlier-messages of 8-9 aﬁd 15 October and

;mdquarters'~reply of 10 October, The Station.requested by:

ing Soonest COpies of only visitor o°n 1 October who

could pe identica] with OSwALD. n

Gt

turned up op 4 and 15 October, Theitext of the 22 November 1963

"1. Attached are copies of the only photographs

Obtained, . -0n 1 October 1963 which appeared tg pe

. - ’ . - . # .?
4n American. This same man V151ted[aQ5Embassy on

SRR

4 October 1963,

"2. Copies of these photographs Were shown to the
U. s. Ambassador on 22 November 1963 ang 4 Copy of
€ach of the two photographs vas given to Chief FBT,

Mexico, On that date,
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"P. S. Photographs dated 15 October 1963 were
inserted after typing of dispatch. These were

taken as [the] person enteredfani Embassy."

SR AR H N ¢ A B e R

18. The "Unidertified Individual" remains to this day

i
Firs,
ol

unidentified. There is still no credible evidence, as far as

CIA is aware, that the individual in the phdtograph had any

¢
connection with Lee Harvey OSWALD or the assassination of

President Kennedy.
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